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By my count there are almost 300 references to “tree” in Scriptwmdnitous things of Faith happen to people in trees,
under branches of trees, surrounded by trees, in desolate places longing famdrewvost importantly for us, on a tree.
There is speech to a tree. Trees talk to one another and to peopkisfatsymbol for Life itself. And Knowledge. What
happened on one particular tree got humanity into lots of trouble. Our Bibkermotite record of how importantly trees,
or their lack were part of the fabric of life among the people of God. Sayitth no small gratitude to God that Salem has

been blessed with new trees, planted on our property during a wonderfully sumitSaturday morning late in April,
almost on Earth Day 2007.

May 2007

Dear Members and Friends of Salem Lutheran Church:

I've not seen any photographs or paintings of what our plots of ground looked like bef@enaetery, Sanctuary and
Parish Halls were built. Any one know? My guess is that there were |loeeef tProbably, most of them had to be felled.
But, some have endured all these years. Since I've been here, a few have bseagsel dhot by my presence, | hope), so
we cut them down. And, trimmed many of the remaining ones. We'd gotten used to Huayends it was. So much so
that we hardly even noticed our trees (except maybe that great big one iddleahthe parking lot that we back into
every now and then, because we forget it's there.)

The new trees look tiny and slender, compared to the mature ones that have dseridmy. And, that’s an interesting
frame of reference. As one music radio station | frequently listen tancatiyi reminds me, “Remember, all music was
once new.”, just so, all trees were once seeds, then seedlings, tdgrastlistable virgin timber, then a mature stand of
trees. They, too, were once new. But, the earth and sun gave them sustettaatddep could grow, give shade and pro-
vide oxygen back to the earth.

| suppose our now new mixture of new trees with mature ones is a parallabdioeygrowth of faith and church life.
Each tree had to be planted, either by seed or in a hole dug by people and the yqlagetea that hole to be covered
up by dirt and mulch, then watered regularly. That's what a large group of us that &atth Day Saturday not long ago.
We dug holes and planted over 30 trees, some on our lots and some in the restlafjeyuinviess than 2 hours. It took
that many to do the job in so short a time. But, many people from New Augusta and Sateto wamk (with the promise
of a delicious lunch afterwards.) Because of that effort, we have nesvaneong the mature ones.

A church that really feels the call to grow will show up in droves to doviegelizing work that needs to be done (and
we have the promise of a wonderful meal in the process.) The trees witit® agi We did not purchase a one of them.
They just showed up on our property. We didn’t have to find them because somedoé slaat they would be there to
plant if we showed up to do the planting. That's a pretty good description of#izang. God has given many souls
around us to be planted in the faith. They’re among us already. We just need to show tie tplanting.

In Christ,

Pastor Vance
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enhance the work of all committees, since so much o
work here at Salem crosses over many committee “lifes.”
Come join the fun and see how you can be a part
ministry here at Salem . . . all commitment levels availaple!

COMMITTEE NIGHT
Wednesday, May 9
6:30 pm

This combined event is a great way

to
our
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Published monthly

Salem Lutheran Church
4700 W. 72nd Street
Indianapolis, IN 46268
317-291-5004
office@SalemELCA.com
www.SalemELCA.com
Pastor: Rev. Laurin Vance
Church Secretary: Kitty Hart
Chimes Editor: Kitty Hart

Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship Service 9:30
Sunday School 11:00

our
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WHAT'S GOING ON
AT SALEM?

"A bus, new trees, going to Zionsville Meadows on Sun-
day evenings, spring cleaning/decluttering, Pastor im-
proving his Spanish, a laptop and LCD projector in the
sanctuary, rumors of other program and physical
changes that may occur this summer...YIKES!" Hope-
fully, for every person saying "yikes" out there, we've
got a few saying "hooray!" Either way, we all need to
be paying attention and remaining open to what God
may be calling us to do in our community. I've been
wondering how to address this with

the congregation, when | heard it

in the Gospel on April 22. "Jesus

said to them, 'Children, you have

no fish, have you?" They an-

swered him, 'No." He said to

them, 'Cast the net to the right side

of the boat, and you will find

some." So they cast it, and now

they were not able to haul it in be-

cause there were so many

fish." (John 21: 5-6)

As your newly elected council president, | simply think
its time that we try "casting our nets on the other side of
the boat." It is not necessary that we throw out the
strong traditions here at Salem. In no way should we
turn our backs on the generations that have come and
gone before us, doing hard work to the honor and glory
of God. However, | do think we're being challenged to
look at things differently. Over the next several months,
| want us all to be challenged to at least recognize that
there is "another side" of the "boat" we're in. | strongly
believe that we need to evaluate our mission here in
Pike Township, and find out how we can reach out to
our neighbors and community. Our overriding goal isn't
to fill our pews or "nets", but to provide help in a hurting
world. The help may vary, and the results may vary. No
doubt blessings will abound.

Finally if any of the proposals concern you...please
speak to a council member and ask questions. Share
your ideas. Be a part of the planning and the imple-
mentation of the opportunities ahead. God is calling the
whole body to come together and hoist these nets into
the sea.

Be Blessed Today,
Jody Winter
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Salem Lutheran Church
Council Minutes
3/31/2007

Present: Bart Richardson, Lee Willett, Bel Hedlund, Pastor Vance, Biitieh Karen Anttila, Devoe Slisher,
Jody Winter, Fred Winter

Attending: Sean Rice

Excused: Charles Rader

Absent: Zack Parker

1) Call to order

2) Opening Prayer

3) Approval or last meeting’s minutes

4) President’s report: Presentation of concepts from Kennon Callahan’sdoeigctive churches.

5) Treasurer’s Finance Report: Pastor requested that the bultdtidé a YTD comparison of last year’'s
offering income compared to this year's.

6) Old business:

a. Bus information: Sean has checked into getting the bus painted. Oneeefstimggpainting the
bus will probably cost between $6000 - $7000 due to previous paint and decals. Lee will check
out another estimate. If we decide to replace the radio, it would be arounco$gerfything.
Susan Kunze moved that we go ahead with getting a radio from Best Buy.

b. Inactive Member update: Pastor Vance had a list of people that candwvedenom the church
membership. See Attached. Karen moved that the names regretfully beddroavéhe mem-
bership.

c. Property Issues Focus Group: Fred Winter, Bart Richardson, Burt Halleamifier Christie met
with Larry Marietta about building a parking strip in the lot across fronchivech from his build-
ing. The group will talk to Bill Ayres about what needs to be done. Also, the groom+
mended we accept the offer of 6 Elm trees (four placed aldfigtet and two along Pollard) for
the park area.

d. The steeple reparation is proceeding.

e. Bart Richardson wanted to follow up on his proposal from last week.

7) New Business:

a. Worshi:g)h and music: The new hymnals are here. They will be implemented ler' B1dtay
(May 13)

b. Christian Education: Bart expressed his appreciation for Pastaysrful request for a chairman
for the Christian Education committee.

c. Fellowship Committee: A Mother's Day women'’s Spa day will occur on M4yat Lions Head.
A Father’s Day event is in the working.

d. Social Ministry: The hygiene kits were taken to Gennasaret haslelier. Lutherwood is now
collecting hygiene kits for their kids. The temple talk on April 15th lelifrom Helen Lands, the
director of Crooked Creek Multi-Service Center.

e. A nice jungle gym is being offered to Salem. Pastor will check with ighbwhood association.

f. The next council meeting will be during the retreat April' 28th closing prayer by Susan Kunze

8) Closing prayer by Fred Winter
9) Meeting adjourned

Respectfully submitted,
Fred Winter, Secretary

Minutes pending approval







Evangelical Lutheran
Worship Book

The Worship and Music group has set May
13, 2007, as the date we will begin worship-
ping with our new worship books. You may
purchase a template “in honor of...” or “in
memory of...” for $20 and the template will be
placed into a new worship book. Just call the
office to arrange for yours, or fill out the form
in this issue of Chimes.

In addition, for $20 each, you may purchase
any number of books you wish to have for
your own personal home use, or to give as
gifts. Just call the office. All

money received from this

fund raising effort will be

placed into one of three

special, as yet undesig-

nated, accounts. You will

be able to select the one

you feel called to give to.

More specific information

will be available soon.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
New Orleans Update

Pastor Keene, who is the minister at
Bethlehem, will be in Indianapolis the

weekend of May 6. We've been invited

to hear him speak and preach. The first
opportunity will be at a fund-raising din-

ner for his church hosted by Pleasant

View Lutheran Church on Friday eve-

ning. The second time is at the Indianapolis Con-
ference Assembly, Sunday afternoon beginning at
1:30 PM at St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in
Speedway.

Indpls. conference churches, including ours, have
supported Bethlehem financially and with work trips
to New Orleans for a year and a half, now, since
Hurricane Katrina. Pastor Keene is a compelling
preacher and here is a wonderful opportunity to
hear first hand how Lutheran and government re-
construction efforts are going in New Orleans. He
has already spoken eloquently about the vibrant
and sturdy faith of Bethlehem members displayed
in their efforts to recover their lives amidst the de-
bris left by the hurricanes We hope you will plan to
attend.
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May Worship Serving Schedule

LAY
May | ASSISTANT LECTOR ACOLYTE NURSERY USHERS GREETER
6 Keith Karen Johnathon Amy Harry Bush Susan
Kunze Anttila Rice Varela Burt Hall Kunze
13 Laura Devoe Adam Tim Harry Bowden Lee
Morgan Slisher Haverstick Clancy Burt Hall Willett
20 Ralph Fred Adam Jody Harry Bowden Devoe
Oberlander Winter Haverstick Winter Burt Hall Slisher
27 Ralph Laura Johnathon Lee Harry Bowden Bel
Memorial Oberlander Morgan Rice Willett Burt Hall Hedlund

Please make a note in your personal calendar so that we may count on your availigpto serve.
If for some reason you are unable to serve, please call the churcHicé so that we can find a replacement.
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Conference Spring

Assembly
Sunday, May 6
St. Andrew.s Church
6118 Crawfordsville Road, Speedwayf
2:00 p.m - 5:30 p.m.

Main Presenter - Pastor Patrick Keen
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, New Orleans
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CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Laurin G. Vance, Pastor
Rhunell Gruender, Choir Director/Organist
Kitty Hart, Secretary

CHURCH COUNCIL
President: Jody Winter
Vice President: Zachary Parker
Secretary: Fred Winter
Treasurer: Devoe Slisher
Karen Anttila
Bill Christie
Bel Hedlund
Susan Kunze
Charles Rader
Bart Richardson
Lee Willett

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.




