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Recently, some pastor friends of mine from different faiths were talking together about how each of our denomi-
nations handles clergy movement from one parish to another. My Roman priest friend said that he was under a
“Vow of Obedience,” and would submit to the authority of his local Bishop, if asked to change parishes. | think
there’s nobility in his understanding of his vocation as an ordained servant of the church to be obedient. To
obey God, even in the voice and under the authority of a ranking representative of God in the church, is life's

highest calling. With no small amount of curiosity, | went back to my Ordination vows and saw no reference to
“obedience”. None to God. None to the ELCA. None to the Congregation.

June 2007

Dear Members and Friends of Salem:

Many of you will no doubt recall the phrase “love, honor and obey” that USED to be in wedding vows. In my first
parish there was even a club in the church that bore that as a name for their group. But, more recent wedding
service patterns don’t use that phrase anymore. Promises of fidelity are made, but obedience is left out. The
days of “complying with” demands of those who assume authority are waning, perhaps with good reason, but
sometimes at our peril. Wisdom must be called upon to discern when to obey and when to follow your own
leaning.

Not surprisingly, however, Scripture uses the word, or the sense of the word, obey or obedience, frequently.
Abraham obeyed God when God commanded him to slay his only son. Moses obeyed God when God said to
lead God’'s people out of Egypt to the Promised Land. The Israelites disobeyed God when they made molten
images of idols, even as Moses was coming down the mountain to give them the very list of God's commands
they were to obey. Jeremiah obeyed God’s command to preach to the disobeying people, even though he knew
it was fruitless and he didn’t even like the job. Jesus obeyed God in going to the cross.

One scholar on this topic said that the Hebrew word from which we get the sense of “obey” means “to hear”.
Abraham heard the voice of God, recognized the truth of that Word and acted accordingly. When God speaks
to us, we hear (perhaps with difficulty or even misunderstanding) and we act. Obeying, then, is an act of hear-
ing God’'s Word and acting in a manner consistent to that which we heard. Jesus says: Whoever has ears to
hear, let them hear. Paul wrote: Faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes by the preaching of
Christ. This is hearing with faith. Hearing and obeying are virtually synonymous.

What are we hearing about how we are to grow in faith? What words are we hearing about how this congrega-
tion will prioritize how we will do God’s will regarding provoking others to acts of love and good deeds so that
we worship together in greater numbers? Obeying is not a matter of following edicts; it is a matter of hearing
and acting on the Word of God in our midst, as we are able to discern that Word. This is indeed a project of all
followers of Jesus in this place.

In Christ’s restless peace,

Pastor Vance
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Connie Alexander
24 E. 56th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46220

Maria Childers
Bonnie Ribley

Memorial gifts made out to Salem may be
designated in the memo for either:

The Salem Memorial Fund - Juli Gardner
OR

The Gardner Children College Fund
Donations from this Salem dedicated fund will
be sent to the National City Bank Gardner
Children College Fund
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Salem Lutheran Church
4700 W. 72nd Street
Indianapolis, IN 46268
317-291-5004
office@SalemELCA.com
www.SalemELCA.com
Pastor: Rev. Laurin Vance
Church Secretary: Kitty Hart
Chimes Editor: Kitty Hart

Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship Service 9:30
Sunday School & Music 11:00
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Get ready to make a splash at

Vacation Bible School
Sunday, July 8 - Thursday, July 12

Salem Lutheran Church
Gathering begins at 5:30 pm for dinner
Program begins at 6:00
The village gates close at 8:00 pm

For more information, contact Jody Winter.

Galilee By-the-Sea Registration

(one per family)

Name and age:

Address:

Home telephone: Cell phone:

Home email address:

Number of family members participating in VBS:

Will parents be helping? Where?

In case of emergency, contact:

Allergies or medical conditions:

Home church:

Tribe name (for church use only):

Name of a friend your child might like to be with:

| hereby give my consent for my child(ren) to participate in 2007 VBS atrSalitheran Church. Parent
Signature:

To provide the best VBS experience possible for your family, there is a $5.00atemistee per child,
$10.00 maximum per family.
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SALEM MINISTRY UPDATE
I # I
$ %
# & ' $ %
% ( %
) %
|
!
R
I,
" $ %8 4 (
e
( ( %
. & I / .0
) & # 1& ( 23
0 4 5 4 &
_— (
7T HES i; ' 5 " 657
! y 8 690:;7
P o S !
Y "%

I < ./I0
(% % )
& >
>
| ) > ?2++
( @ & (
& % *
A) B C -@ A.JIO5 " 4 8 $ & @
648&@7 @ # % ' D E
B > % ) >
) 3 E
@

Lo F




CHIMES

LAY ASSISTING

| want to encourage everyone who worships with us
to be a Lay Assistant periodically. Everyone who’s
done it in the past has said it's a spiritually rewarding
experience. We have need for people who can either
sing or read as a lay assistant. It's not a job; it's an
important way to be involved in our worship. A large
part of what we witness from a lay assistant is that
the worship life of our church is not exclusively in the
hands of the pastor. It's a shared work of the minis-
try. A lay person prays publicly in the assembly on
behalf of all the others. A lay person serves bread or
wine to all who accept the invitation to

Communion. A lay person charges all

in attendance to make ministry of the

Gospel their calling for the day as we

all leave worship. This work is possi-

ble for all to do. Please contact Pas-

tor or any member of the Worship

and Music group or Kitty if you would

like more information.

GOOD NEIGHBORS
Thursday, June 14

Lunch at Rick’s Boatyard
then Pontoon boat ride
with Chuck Harvey

Carpool from Salem at 10:45 a.m.

MARTHA CIRCLE
Wednesday, June 20
1:00 p.m.

At the home of
Dee Warriner for dessert
Lesson given by Rosie Huse

The Unchurched

Knowing where a typical unbeliever is coming from is the first step to connecting with them.
Researcher Thom Rainer interviewed thousands of unchurched Americans and published
the results in :The Unchurched Next Door. Many of the following findings may surprise you:

Most of the unchurched prefer to attend church on Sunday morning if they attend.

Most are not antichurch or antireligion.

Most Americans have never been invited to church - never

82 percent of the unchurched are at least “somewhat likely” to attend church if they are invited.
Two percent of church members invite an unchurched person to church.

Very few of the unchurched have had someone to share with them how to become a Christian.
And Christians have not been particularly influential in their lives.

The attitudes of the unchurched are not correlated to where they live, their ethnic or racial back-

ground or their gender.

Many of the unchurched are far more concerned about the spiritual well-being of their children than

of themselves.

Reprinted from Seeds for the Parish, May-June 2007
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Salem Lutheran Church
Council Minutes

4/28/2007

Present: Bart Richardson, Bel Hedlund, Susan Kunze, Charles Rader, Devoe Slisher, Karen Anttila,
Jody Winter, Fred Winter, Laurin Vance

Excused: Zack Parker, Lee Willett

1)
2)
3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)
9)

Opening Prayer

Minutes approved as amended

Treasurer’s finance report

Old Business

a.

b.

C.

Gardner’s requested a transfer. Gail Hunt requested to be removed from the member-
ship roles. Susan Kunze moved that we regretfully accept these requests. MSP

Bus Painting: John Beeler offered to do the painting for $3500, which was significantly
less than other estimates. Charles Rader moved that we accept Beeler’s proposal.
Jungle Gym: The neighborhood association said they were okay with the church putting
in a jungle gym, which has been offered to it. Pastor will check to see if we have a letter
on file saying we are covered for liability.

New Business

a.

C.
d.

Crooked Creek Ideas: The Crooked Creek Multi-service center would like to use the fel-
lowship hall for their summer camp. They offered $1000 for 10 weeks summer use. The
council will have a special meeting to discuss this and other topics on 4/29/07

Loose offerings from 4™ Sunday: Kitty had a question about where the 4™ Sunday loose
change plate offerings are to go. The bulletin on the 4™ Sundays needs to reflect where
the loose plate offerings go. It currently goes to the Sharing Place.

There have been some email issues reaching AOL accounts. Fred is looking into it.
June 13" — 26™ Pastor Vance is requesting vacation time.

There will be a quick council meeting on 4/29 at 11:00 just dealing with the issue of the multi-
service center’s use of the Fellowship Hall.

Committee Night is May 9™ at 6:30 (NOTE: this has been subsequently postponed)

Synod Assembly is June 8" — 10™. Pastor will make another announcement at church.
Next Meeting will be June 3" at noon. Prayer led by Karen.

10) Closing Prayer led by Susan.

Respectfully submitted by Frederick Winter
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June Worship Serving Schedule

LAY
June | ASSISTANT LECTOR ACOLYTE NURSERY USHERS GREETER
3 Laura Keith Johnathon Amy Josh Rice Susan
Morgan Kunze Rice Varela Sean Rice Kunze
10 Ralph Jennifer Adam Lee Josh Rice Devoe
Oberlander Christie Haverstick Willett Sean Rice Slisher
17 Laura Fred Johnathon Jody Josh Rice Bel
Morgan Winter Rice Winter Sean Rice Hedlund
24 Ralph Devoe Samantha Tim Josh Rice Lee
Oberlander Slisher Ayres Clancy Sean Rice Willett
Please make a note in your personal calendar so tha  twe may count on your
availability to serve. If for some reason you are unable to serve,
please call the church office so that we can find a replacement.
! ( 3 (
<
G F
* H ;5 0 F + I
F FD 3 3 4
" !
% & ! 4
</ << <, <* <H < <
4 " COF# 3 F# (
%
<0 <+ <| J < . *
) F" C %F& C ) 3 F 3 - F # F-
C '% G &b - &D 3 &
& &
H ; .0 + i */
" &D ( F4 5 & G F) 5% & G & &%
&D &
- %




CHIMES

& ! L oiM# 0
1 23!
4 " & & 5
!ll
# $%& (%)
45 8 % + 1 1" 23rd Annual LCFS
Golf Outing
- & % ) " F ,
.*
o (o ) ) l;
* E" 9./ J
o<///
6 " / 1 777 %
& 3 ! 78 &
+1 & + 1 17 ) ' ( " F
58 9!/ 3 & -%
+/ & " 13 % K
*<0*|:H0 D *<

. e o o o o —
"S- )%= 10
11111111111211212121212121121122122112112121112111111131111312111111111
-2 3-' (1111212221771111222212121111112 111111111111112111111111
111111111212121121211212122112121212112122121212121211331311311111111211111111

1111211111111112121222111111212122121211711111121222121711117131111112122171171111111111

(" *( %* 11111111111111
( = 111111111111111
& *4 111111111111111 56 73
567 85111111111111
" 2>« * a« *9




‘wd 0T - "We 006
Aepsiny] - Aepsan ]
SYNOH 301440 Y3AWWNNS

‘wd 00:2T—'W"e 00:0T
Aepsinyl ‘Aepsaupapn ‘Aepuop
SHNOH 321440 S.J01SVvd

n3|ItM 391
uospJieydry ueg
lapey sajeyd
azuny uesns
punjpaH |2d
ansuyod il
e|uy uatey
Iaysl|S aonaQ :Jainseal|
I21UIM pald Alelaidas
1ayled Areyoez :uapisald 92IA
J1UIp Apor luapisald
TIONNOD HOYNHOD

A1e1al10as ‘ueH Anny
1sIuebliQ/1019811Q JIoyD ‘Jspusnio |jsunyy
10lsed ‘@aueA ‘9 uline ‘Asy
d44V1S HOJdNHD

Salem Lutheran Church
4700 West 72nd Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46268

Address Service Requested

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Indianapolis, IN
Permit No. 26




