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Dear Members and Friends of Salem: 
 
The season of Lent arrives this month.  Our services for Ash Wednesday begin this church-time of the year on 
the 21st. How will you welcome it? 
 
One way to begin preparing is by intentionally observing the patterns of your daily life in these pre-Lenten days. 
Most of us wake up in the morning to the blaring sound of an alarm, jolting us out of our sleep. Then, we get 
ready for the day ahead hoping to conquer the demons that will arise in the coming daylight hours. Late at night 
we slump again into bed, exhausted, perhaps enriched by the activities of the day, perhaps feeling a bit further 
behind for the next day. Maybe both. Maybe we’ve had some time for prayer, spiritual reflection or just observ-
ing God’s magnificent imagination provided for us during the day. Or, maybe we’ve been reminded that this is 
God’s world we live in by some piece of news or conversation with a friend or co-worker. But, more likely, 
none of those things has been a priority, nor are they regularly done.  
 
Our orientation to the day’s activities is precisely gearing ourselves for the busyness of the daylight hours, at 
least at our latitude on the planet. In our work-a-day culture we define “day” as what happens after we wake up 
and ends when we lie down for sleep. Therefore our days are defined by our energy available for work. Eugene 
Peterson, in a very insightful book, reminded me of the first Creation story in Genesis. “…and there was evening 
and there was morning….” followed by the number of each consecutive day. Instead of the day beginning (in 
Hebrew minds) at daybreak, it begins in the evening. The Hebrew biblical “day” begins when we are the most 
exhausted and most in need of rest. Therefore the day begins when we are least able to spend our energy “doing” 
something, and instead must await something that will happen without our effort. 
 
That is as good a definition of Grace as I can think of.  
 
God, at the beginning of God’s day, is working miracles during the darkness while we are asleep.  When we 
awake, we awake not to begin defining our day, but to step into the daylight of what God has already begun, en-
tirely without our input and while we were completely powerless and clueless. All that remains is for us to figure 
out how we will be effective servants in the affairs of the day. 
 
What I pray that whatever Lent reveals to you this year will be done as Salem provides an evening meal and 
worship time for you. Come exactly BECAUSE you are at your most hungry and tired time of the day. Come 
because you have little energy left to “do” something and therefore when you will be most susceptible to what 
the Holy Spirit can do within you. Come and experience these worship evenings as God’s beginning of your day. 
Rest into the Holy Spirit. Perhaps, by God’s grace, a new spiritual pattern of life can begin for you. 
    
In Christ,     
 
 
Pastor Vance 
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Salem Lutheran Church 

4700 W. 72nd Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46268 

317-291-5004  
office@SalemELCA.com 
www.SalemELCA.com 

Pastor: Rev.  Laurin Vance    
Church Secretary:  Kitty Hart 

Chimes Editor:  Kitty Hart 
 

Worship Schedule �
Sunday Worship Service  9:30 

Sunday School  11:00 
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MEMORIAL GIFTS GIVEN BY: 

Margaret Edwards 
Deb Eggleston 

Reuben & Anita Gooderum 
Bel Hedlund 

Lee Morrow, Jr. 
Martha Circle 
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*BULLETIN* 
NEW BULLETINS 

 
Beginning March 4, we’ll be using a different 
bulletin format along with a new insert called 
‘Celebrate’.  The insert has Sunday scriptures, 
prayers and explanations of scriptures we 
think you will find helpful.  As always, your 
comments will be important to us. 
 
The Worship & Music Group 
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…let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, 

as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another...         (Hebrews 10:19-25) 
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February Worship Serving Schedule 
 

Feb. 
LAY  

ASSISTANT 
 

LECTOR 
 

ACOLYTE 
 

NURSERY 
 

USHERS 
 

GREETER 

4 Keith 
Kunze 

Devoe 
Slisher 

Tim 
Parker 

Amy 
Varela 

Harry Bowden 
Burt Hall 

Susan 
Kunze 

11 Laura 
Morgan 

Karen 
Anttila 

Adam 
Haverstick 

Amanda 
Clancy 

Harry Bowden 
Burt Hall 

Bel 
Hedlund 

18 Keith 
Kunze 

Fred 
Winter 

Zach 
Parker 

Jody 
Winter 

Harry Bowden 
Burt Hall 

Susan 
Kunze 

25 Maria 
Childers 

Jennifer 
Christie 

Johnathon 
Rice 

Lee 
Willett 

Harry Bowden 
Burt Hall 

Bel 
Hedlund 

Please make a note in your personal calendar so that we may count on your availability to serve. 
If for some reason you are unable to serve, please call the church office so that we can find a replacement. 
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Salem Lutheran Church  
Council Minutes 
1/7/2007 
 
Present: Susan Kunze, Bel Hedlund, Bart Richardson, Laurin Vance, Devoe Slisher, Bill Christie 
             Karen Anttila, Zack Parker, Jody Winter, Fred Winter 
Excused: Charles Rader 
Absent:  Lee Willett 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Approval of Previous Minutes:  Approved with modifications.  MSP 
 
Treasurer / Finance report: Devoe Slisher  ATTACHED 
 
Old Business:   

1) A mechanic will be looking at the church bus.  Providing the mechanic okay’s the vehicle, the bus should 
be in Salem’s possession by next month. 

2) Congregational meeting is 2/11/07.  There will be a pitch in meal following the meeting.  Agenda items 
include: Evangelism, Stewardship, Acknowledgment of Helping Hands, more Sabbatical pictures and talk, 
Sneeze in your Sleeve video. Other items possibly added. 

 
New Business: 

1) Fred Winter will investigate projector prices and have a proposal for the council by next meeting.  Jody 
Winter moved that we authorize Fred to spend up to $2000 on a projector.  MSP. 

2) Susan Kunze, Devoe Slisher, and Burt Hall are to be added as signatories to purchase index funds with 
proceeds from BP stock.    

3) Evangelism:  Pastor asked the council to come up with ideas on how to increase Evangelism.  After shar-
ing the ideas, they were passed to Pastor.  to be attached. 

4) Pastor requested $2000 per month of his salary as housing allowance. Bart Richardson moved that we des-
ignate that amount.  MSP 

5) Election of New Officers:  
a. President:  Jody Winter 
b. Vice President: Zack Parker 
c. Secretary: Fred Winter 
d. Treasurer:  Devoe Slisher 

6) Committee Liaisons 
a. Worship and music: Bel Hedlund 
b. Christian Education:  Bart Richardson 
c. Evangelism: Fred Winter 
d. Fellowship:  Susan Kunze 
e. Social Ministry:  Karen Anttila 
f. Finance:  Devoe Slisher 
g. Youth:  Zack Parker 
h. Stewardship:  Jody Winter 
i. Property:  Bill Christie 

7) The second Wednesday of every month at 6:30 pm will be designated Committee 
night, except during Lent, when it will move to the 2nd Monday evening. 

Minutes pending approval. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Fred Winter, Secretary . 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Rev. Laurin G. Vance, Pastor 

Rhunell Gruender, Choir Director/Organist 
Kitty Hart, Secretary 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL 
President:  Jody Winter 

Vice President:  Zachary Parker 
Secretary:  Fred Winter 

Treasurer:  Devoe Slisher 
Karen Anttila 
Bill Christie 
Bel Hedlund 
Susan Kunze 
Charles Rader 

Bart Richardson 
Lee Willett 

 
 
 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday 

9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  
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