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Dear Members and Friends of Salem: 
 
In the past several months we’ve talked a lot about gifts. For instance, gifts of money to the 
church, for which we’re grateful and blessed. Gifts of talents shared among us for the sake of the ministry; for 
that we’re grateful and blessed. Each of us has been given gifts – we’re gifted, we often say – from God to 
make the love of Jesus more readily seen, witnessed to and relied upon. We’ve often spoken of our Salem 
church as being a treasured gift of God that we’ve been blessed by, and are thankful for.  
 
I’m glad there’s been a lot of gift giving and gift sharing among us. I’m convinced that we’ve had a long history 
of knowingly giving. We certainly know how important giving and receiving gifts are for the continued growing of 
our ministry. In a book I’m reading these days, entitled ASK, THANK, TELL, written by Pr. Charles Lane, a neat 
insight is put on “gift,” when it’s from God. Pr. Lane writes that we’re quite accustomed to giving and receiving 
gifts and have pretty much used our experiences in THAT exchange medium to inform us about gift-giving to 
the church and ministry. In other words, birthdays, anniversaries, Christmas, and Easter gift-giving/receiving 
supply the occasions for our understanding of gift-giving and receiving God’s gifts, like forgiveness, daily food 
and shelter, family and friends, and on and on. 
 
When we receive a birthday gift, for instance, we hurriedly open it and quite often are pleasantly surprised, 
maybe even wildly happy, with what we’ve been given. What happens next is the kicker, for Lane. We then feel 
like it’s ours. Someone has given something to us. We can use it from then on, however we please. They’ve 
relinquished control of it and it’s OURS. Mine. Only my imagination will limit how I can employ it in my life. 
That’s how we know gift receiving and giving. 
 
From a Faith point of view, we’re missing a very important piece of knowledge when we’ve let ourselves rest in 
that ethic of giving, Pr. Lane maintains. If we view our wage earning capacity, for instance, as a gift from God, 
then, are we guilty of thinking that it’s all ours, and we can use it however we want? So, if that’s the case, we 
feel justified divvy up a small slice of it and giving it to the ministry of Jesus, thinking that the wages are ours, 
that God has given up control of it, and we’re capable of determining how much of what is now “ours” will go to 
the service of Jesus’ ministry and mission. Not so, says Lane. 
 
When God gives a gift, God does not relinquish responsibility of what it’s to be used for. Things we have, the 
whole gamut of stuff, from money to shelter to community to the very air we breath, are loaned to us and we’re 
to be stewards of it all. That means that God’s gifts have purpose. God’s gifts have a Holy purpose. All of God’s 
gifts are governed by God’s holiness. They are governed by neither our mastery of them, nor our intentions for 
them. Everything is God’s. It’s our stewardship that matters. 
 
An old hymn I remember from my youth, which we sung in our Sunday School opening every Sunday, as our 
meek weekly offerings were brought forward to the altar, is “We Give Thee But Thine Own”. What we’ve shared 
is already God’s; never was ours. More than that, everything we kept in our pockets was God’s too. And even 
that was for God’s purposes. It’s all God’s and it all belongs. 
 
In Peace, 
 
Pastor Vance 
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Pastor: Rev.  Laurin Vance    
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Worship Schedule �
Sunday Worship Service  9:30 
Sunday School & Music  11:00 
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Lowell & Chila Van De Mark 

7658 Seacrest Way S. 
Noblesville, IN 46062 
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MARTHA CIRCLE 
Wednesday  
August 15 
1:00 p.m. 

 
Ice Cream Social  

Hosted by  
Bel Hedlund 

 

Fellowship Hall 

 

Floyd Sterrett 
April 1, 1921 - June 29, 2007 

COMMITTEE NIGHT 
Wednesday, August 8 

6:30 p.m. 
Everyone is invited to come and share your  

thoughts with the groups that can get things done.   
Please come and participate  

in the group that means most to you. 

Good 
Neighbors 

Thursday 
Aug. 9 

 
 

Watch 
For  

Details 
in the 

Weekly 
Bulletin 
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Sunday,  

September 30 
 

Mark your calendars now to worship 
and stay for lunch that day. 

 
More information coming soon on this 

annual stewardship program. 

The Green LBW  
hymnals are being sorted 
and prepared for recycling.  
If you want one to have in 
your home library, please 
contact the church office 
right away.  If you donated 
a hymnal in honor/in mem-
ory of someone, or if one 

was donated in your honor, you should have it!  

 
VBS UPDATE: 
In a word, “WOW!”  It was yet another fantastic process and program.  
If you missed it, you really missed something positive around here!  
Make a commitment now to not miss it next year!  Thanks go out to the 
SO many people for making this time of fellowship, education, outreach, 
and fun such a fantastic success.  Too bad it only comes around once a 
year!  - Jody Winter 

PLEASE HELP US 
UPGRADE OUR 

SOFTWARE! 
On July 1, 
the church 
council 
voted to 
upgrade 
our  
record-keeping computer 
software, The Shepherd’s 
Staff. In order to save 
money, we have not up-
graded our software in sev-
eral years, so the council 
agreed with the Finance 
Committee’s recommenda-
tion that we can wait no 
longer. This upgrade will cost 
$599.00 and includes one 
year of unlimited support. 
Please help us pay for this 
much-needed upgrade by 
designating “for Computer 
Fund” on your check or en-
velope. Thank you very 
much! 
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August Worship Serving Schedule 
 

Aug. 
LAY  

ASSISTANT 
 

LECTOR 
 

ACOLYTE 
 

NURSERY 
 

USHERS 
 

GREETER 

5 Laura 
Morgan 

Karen 
Anttila 

Samantha 
Ayres 

Amy  
Varela 

Harry Bowden 
Burt Hall 

Lee 
Willett 

12  Keith 
Kunze 

Adam 
Haverstick 

Lee 
Willett 

Harry Bowden 
Burt Hall 

Susan 
Kunze 

19 Ralph 
Oberlander 

Jennifer 
Christie 

Adam 
Haverstick 

Tim 
Clancy 

Harry Bowden 
Burt Hall 

Bel 
Hedlund 

26 Laura 
Morgan 

Fred 
Winter 

Johnathon 
Rice 

Jody 
Winter 

Harry Bowden 
Burt Hall 

Devoe 
Slisher 

Please make a note in your personal calendar so tha t we may count on your  
availability to serve.  If for some reason you are unable to serve,  
please call the church office so that we can find a  replacement. 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Rev. Laurin G. Vance, Pastor 

Rhunell Gruender, Choir Director/Organist 
Kitty Hart, Secretary 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL 

President:  Jody Winter 
Vice President:  Zachary Parker 

Secretary:  Fred Winter 
Treasurer:  Devoe Slisher 

Karen Anttila 
Bill Christie 
Bel Hedlund 
Susan Kunze 
Charles Rader 

Bart Richardson 
Lee Willett 

 
 
 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 
 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday - Thursday 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  
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